
 
  

Meeting Minutes 
 

San Mateo Consolidated Fire Department 
Board of Directors Regular Meeting 

 Wednesday, January 9, 2019 – 5:30 P.M. 
San Mateo City Hall, 330 W. 20th Avenue, Room C, San Mateo 

 
 
 

1. OPENING 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:33pm by Board Chair Goethals. 
 

Roll Call 
Board Members Present: Goethals, Lieberman, Perez  
Board Members Absent: None 
 
2. AGENDA CHANGES 
There were no changes to the agenda.  
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Board Chair Goethals opened the meeting to public comment, which there was none. 
 
4. CONSENT CALENDAR 
There were no items pulled from the consent calendar, Board Member Lieberman made a motion to approve, 
which was seconded by Board Member Perez and the consent calendar was approved 3-0.    

 
5. OLD BUSINESS 

 
5.1 Belmont Lease Agreement Update 
Staff presented an update that they’re executing a lease agreement with Belmont, with a term of 55 years, as 
opposed to the life of the JPA referenced in San Mateo and Foster City’s agreements. This difference with 
Belmont’s is associated with a specific statue that is applicable and which may need to be addressed with the 
other two agreements.    

            
6. NEW BUSINESS 
 
6.1 Consideration of Petition for Recognition of the San Mateo Consolidated Fire Department’s 
Firefighters Association and Battalion Chiefs Association as Bargaining Units within IAFF Local 2400 
Staff presented on a series of petitions for recognition for various bargaining units under IAFF 2400, which 
comply with the content provision set for in both the statute and regulations of the Public Employees Relations 
Board (PERB), which is the jurisdictional body at the state level of which this needs to occur. Petitions have been 
certified as being in appropriate form and staff recommended certification. Upon certification there are further 
procedures consistent with state regulations that staff will comply with, including filing notice of approval with 
the regional office that designates each of the bargaining units as those set forth for those employees. Staff has 
been in contact with Local 2400 legal counsel, Rafael Ruano who has reviewed the petitions and there’s consent 
from their side. Board Member Perez made a motion to approve, which was seconded by Board Member 
Lieberman and the item was approved 3-0.



 
 
Board Chair Goethals asked for clarification on the need to swear in Board Member Perez as the new Fire Board 
Member for Foster City. Legal Counsel William Ross issued the oath of office to Board Member Herb Perez. 
The Board then voted on previously approved agenda items as follows; 
 
Board Member Lieberman made motion to approve the consent calendar, which was seconded by Board Member 
Perez and the consent calendar was approved 3-0.  
  
Board Member Perez made motion to approve Item 6.1 under New Business, which was seconded by Board 
Member Lieberman and the item was approved 3-0. 

 
7. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENT 
Chief Healy provided an update that staff are in the planning stages for a Commencement 
Celebration recognizing the new department, which is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, 
February 2nd at the College of San Mateo with a back-up location identified. Once confirmed, 
staff will send out invites and work with the Board Members on the agenda and speakers. Board 
Member Perez provided input that he’d like to have Charlie Bronitsky speak on Foster City’s 
behalf due to his work on making the JPA happen.  
 
Board Chair Goethals confirmed that the next Fire Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
April 10th.  
 
Board Member Lieberman requested that we end tonight’s meeting with a moment of silence in 
honor of Mohammad Othman, a senior at Carlmont High School who was killed.    
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:45pm. 


